Noninvasive detection of Chlamydia trachomatis in men: a comparison of two immunoassay tests.
This investigation compared a rapid enzyme immunoassay test and an enzyme-amplified immunoassay test with culture for the noninvasive detection of Chlamydia trachomatis urethritis in men. Urine specimens from 108 male subjects were evaluated for the presence of C trachomatis antigen, using the Kodak Surecell Chlamydia rapid enzyme immunoassay test and IDEIA Chlamydia enzyme-amplified immunoassay test. The test results were then compared with urethral C trachomatis culture and urethral Gram's stain analyses. Performance characteristics of the two tests were similar. The rapid chlamydial enzyme immunoassay test demonstrated several clinical advantages. Appropriate use of these tests may decrease patient morbidity and clarify organism etiology for enhanced specific medical care of urethritis in men.